
Appendix 1. Definitions 

 

Traditional knowledge 

“Refers to the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities around 

the world. Developed from experience gained over the centuries and adapted to the local culture and 

environment, traditional knowledge is transmitted orally from generation to generation. It tends to 

be collectively owned and takes the form of stories, songs, folklore, proverbs, cultural values, 

beliefs, rituals, community laws, local language, and agricultural practices, including the 

development of plant species and animal breeds.” (CBD 1992) 

 

Local knowledge 

“The knowledge that people in a given community have developed over time and continue to 

develop. It is based on experience, often tested over centuries of use, adapted to the local culture 

and environment, embedded in community practices, institutions, relationships and rituals, held by 

individuals or communities, dynamic and changing.” (FAO 2004) 

 

Indigenous knowledge 

 

“A systematic way of thinking applied to phenomena across biological, physical, cultural and 

spiritual systems. It includes insights based on evidence acquired through direct and long-term 

experiences and extensive and multigenerational observations, lessons, and skills. It has developed 

over millennia and is still developing in a living process, including knowledge acquired today and 

in the future, and it is passed on from generation to generation. It goes beyond observations, 

ecological knowledge, and research, offering a unique ‘way of knowing’.” (Inuit Utqiaġvik 

Declaration 2018) 

 

Practitioners’ knowledge 

Refers to ways of knowing that people enact in their diverse activities on the land. “By spending 

time on the land, the relationship between humans and animals is enacted, and, in this context, skills 

develop, and knowledge evolves through practice” (Ingold 2000). This knowledge has been gained 



over decades, often since childhood, and is reflected in local practices (Ingold and Kurttila 2000, 

Forbes et al. 2006).   
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