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Appendix 3 

Survey text 

Explanation 

The survey was conducted in multiple cases using LimeSurvey. Using Limesurvey, the 

survey made use of multiple filtering steps that cannot be reproduced in an offline format of 

the survey. Therefore, instances that are variable within or across surveys are marked with 

square brackets containing basic information about the information content that was 

presented to the survey participants. 

 

Floodplain management in the [case area] 

Introduction Text 

Research project  

In floodplain areas, various interrelated problems come together in a limited area, ranging 
from biodiversity protection to visitor management and flood protection. In a research 
project funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation, Eawag, the water research 
institute of the ETH Domain, is investigating various floodplain areas in Switzerland. We are 
interested in how public authorities, civil society organizations, and also companies 
exchange and organize themselves around problems in floodplain areas. Our goal is to 
identify what constitutes successful floodplain management - and where there might be 
potential for improvement. 
 
The [case area] 

As part of this research project, we are also investigating floodplain management in the 
[case area]. Specifically, we are looking at the floodplain shown in dark red on the map 
below and other nearby wetlands and floodplains and their surrounding areas (shown in 
light red) [map of case area]. The organization for which you are active has been identified 
in our research as a relevant organization in at least one aspect of floodplain management 
in the [case area]. 
 
The Survey  

Therefore, in order to get a as complete picture as possible of floodplain management in the 

[case area], we would like to ask you about your organization's activities in the [case area] 

through the following brief survey. In particular, we are interested in your collaboration with 

other organizations and your priorities regarding various possible goals in the [case area]. 

 

Completing the survey should take no more than 20 minutes on average. Your answers will 

be treated confidentially. Results of the surveys are published in anonymized form as 

standard and in non-anonymized form only after an explicit request for permission.  

We would be very pleased about your participation. Please do not hesitate to contact us 

[contact information] if you have any questions or are interested in further information.  

 

Kind regards and many thanks already in advance  

The project team. 
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Your organization  

We would like to ask you to complete this survey on behalf of the organization for which you 

work in the [case area]. In the following, the term organization can refer to public authorities 

(e.g., municipalities or cantonal offices), associations, NGOs, and private companies. 

 

What is the name of the organization and organizational unit for which you are 

completing this survey? 

By organizational unit we mean the smallest unit (e.g., department/section) within the 

organization for which you work.  

Your name 

 [empty field] 

 

Your activities in the [case area] 

Which of the activities below has your organization been involved in over the past three 

years in the [case area]? 

By activity, we mean both planning, decision-making, implementation, and evaluation 

of projects. [Please select the answers that apply:]  

[List of activities]  

 

Cooperation with other organizations  

Which of the organizations listed below have you regularly collaborated with in the past 

three years as part of your activities in the [case area]? 

Regular cooperation includes:  

• in-depth exchange of information and expertise (more than once a year)  

• joint planning, decision-making, implementation and evaluation of projects  

[Please select the answers that apply:]  

[List of actors.] 

Which farms in the [case area] do you work with? 

[empty field] 

Are there other organizations you work with that are not on this list? 

[empty field] 

Below is a selection of other floodplain areas near the [case area]. Do you regularly 

work with organizations in these areas?  

[Map of surroundings of case area] 

[List of actors] 

What are the main organizations you work with in the selected areas? 

[empty field] 

 

More about your cooperation with other organizations  

Below you will find a list of organizations and activities that you have pre-selected. 

Please indicate those organizations with which you regularly collaborate in the 

respective activities.  

Example [picture with example]: In this example, the organization regularly 

cooperates with organization A regarding visitor guidance. Regarding nature 

conservation, the filling organization regularly cooperates with organization B. 

[List of relevant actors and activities]  
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Disagreements with other organizations  

Subsequently, you will see your selected cooperation partners again. With which of 

them do you regularly have disagreements regarding procedures and goals in the 

activities you carry out?  

Example [picture with example]: In this example, the organization regularly has 

discrepancies with organization B regarding visitor management. Regarding nature 

conservation, the filling organization regularly has discrepancies with organization B. 

[List of relevant actors and activities]  

 

Targets in the [case area] 

Below are [Number of goals] possible goals for floodplain areas in the [case area]. How 

well do you think these goals are being achieved?  

[List of destinations]  

Which goals in the [case area] are particularly important for your organization? 

All your answers must be different, and must be assigned.  

Arrange the elements in the right list (highest rating at the top). The elements can be 

moved with the mouse. Double-click moves an element to the other list.  

Are there other goals in the [case area] that are particularly important to your 

organization? 

 

Influence of other organizations on the achievement of goals in the [case area]. 

You mentioned [goal] as the most important goal for floodplains in the [case 

area]. Which of the organizations below do you think are particularly important 

in achieving this goal? 

 

Do you agree with the following statements?  

My organization is sufficiently involved in decisions that affect the [case area]. 

[Disagree fully / Disagree by majority / Agree by majority / Agree full] 

When decisions are made in the [case area], all stakeholders are involved on an equal 

level. 

[Disagree fully / Disagree by majority / Agree by majority / Agree full] 

Floodplain management in the [case area] is well positioned to deal with the challenges 

of the future. 

[Disagree fully / Disagree by majority / Agree by majority / Agree full] 

[List of additional questions regarding specific situations in the case area] 

 

Forums  

Has your organization participated in events at the following forums in the past three 

years?  

[List of forums] 

Has your organization participated in other events that address issues in the [case 

area]?  

[empty field] 
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Questions and interest in the study results  

May we contact you regarding any queries about the survey?  

• Yes, by email:  

• Yes, by phone:  

• I'd rather not:  

Do you want to be continuously informed about the results of this investigation?  

• Yes  

• Yes, only important results  

• No  

• No answer 

Would you be interested in attending a workshop where the results of this research 

would be presented?  

• Yes  

• Under certain circumstances (see comment)  

• No  

• No answer  
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