
 

Appendix 1. Pointe d’Esny Oil Spill Timelines from August 6-16, 2020 

 

Government Timeline: 

Day Activity 

Day 0 

(8/6) 

Oil begins to leak from the MV Wakashio vessel at 11am. Mauritian authorities 

mobilize on site to contain the spill. All MV Wakashio crew members have been 

evacuated (Ministry of Environment, 2020). 

The Mauritian government issues strict restrictions on access to affected areas, 

including Blue Bay Marine Park and the Grand Port Fishing Reserve. Booms are 

deployed in highly sensitive areas including the Ramsar site of Pointe d’Esny and 

the Blue Bay Marine Park (Ministry of Environment, 2020). 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade makes 

an appeal for international aid to support cleanup efforts (Ministry of Environment, 

2020). 

Authorities from Reunion Island (one of the two primary islands in the Republic of 

Mauritius) begin providing cleanup assistance (Ministry of Environment, 2020). 

Day 1 

(8/7) 

Republic of Mauritius declares a “state of environmental emergency,” emphasizing 

concern about damages to the country’s coastal waters and marine wildlife (The 

Editorial Team, 2020b). 

The Mauritian government establishes multiple coordination mechanisms including: 

Daily National Crisis Management Committee meetings led by the Prime Minister to 

review and make decisions on strategic and technical issues; the National Oil Spill 

Coordination Committee chaired by the Director of Environment to meet every 

morning to review progress, assess the situation, and plan the next 24 hours of work; 

and the National Emergency Operations Command chaired by the Commissioner of 

Police and a dedicated Coordination Committee for the Salvaging of the Vessel 

chaired by the Director of Shipping (United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, 2020c). 

The Union Civil Protection Mechanism is activated following the Republic of 

Mauritius’ request for equipment and experts in oil spills, pollution monitoring, 

environmental protection, and environmental damage evaluation (United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020b). 

Day 2 

(8/8) 

The Prime Minister chairs daily national crisis meetings (UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020). 

Day 3 

(8/9) 

The Prime Minister chairs daily national crisis meetings (UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020). 

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation visited the southeast islet nature reserves (Ile de 

la Passe, Ilot Vacoas, Ile aux Fouquets, and Ile Marianne) with the National Parks 

and Conservation Service. The presence of oil prompts a decision to remove a small 

number of reptiles from each island to capture their genetic diversity and establish 

captive assurance populations. Reptiles remained in a biosecure facility in Mauritius 

until they could be transported to the Jersey Zoo on the island of Durrell in the 

English Channel on September 14, 2020, by private jet (Mauritian Wildlife 

Foundation, 2021). 



Day 4 

(8/10) 

Current cleanup involves floating dams, oil booms, oil pumps, skimmers, and 

vessels to carry collected oil sludge to shore and then recycling centers. However, 

additional booms, barges, lorries, and intermediary storage containers are needed to 

support cleanup. Sea boom placement prioritizes environmentally sensitive areas 

(United Nations Mauritius, 2020b).  

High waves from difficult weather conditions threaten to break the MV Wakashio 

vessel. The Prime Minister announces concerns of a “worst case scenario” in 

anticipation of the vessel falling apart “at some point” (United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020c). 

The Mauritius Oceanographic Institute conducts oil slick movement modeling with 

support from the Government of France, a local university, and an Indian Center 

collaborating with UNESCO (United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, 2020c). 

The Ministry of Health prepares health messaging for affected communities based 

on guidelines from the World Health Organization (WHO) (United Nations Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020c). 

France sends a team of ten French specialists from Reunion Island. The Indian 

government provides technical support for environmental and pollution control and 

cleanup. The European Union announced support for the ongoing environmental 

crisis. The United Kingdom’s Maritime and Coastguard Agency begins discussions 

with local authorities on what expertise and equipment are required, including how 

to prepare for the worst-case scenario. Mauritius continues consulting with other 

countries considering providing support (United Nations Office for the Coordination 

of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020c). 

Day 5 

(8/11) 

Oil spill response, legal support, and coordination experts arrive in Mauritius from 

an interagency United Nations team. They had previously provided support remotely 

to local authorities. Expert teams have been organized by the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO), UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), and UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) (United Nations 

Mauritius, 2020c). 

Japan sends experts to help with cleanup logistics (United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020c). 

COVID-19 pandemic constrains international travel and expert arrival (Ighobor, 

2021). 

Day 6 

(8/12) 

The Prime Minister continues to chair daily crisis meetings and thanks government 

departments, international organizations, friendly countries, NGOs, the private 

sector, and local communities for their roles in the response, acknowledging the 

hundreds of Mauritians who have joined clean-up efforts, including crafting and 

deploying booms and bringing food for volunteers (United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

Japanese, French, and United Nations experts organize into four groups: Strategic 

and Coordination, Operations and Response; Social and Environmental Impacts 

Evaluation; and Forensic, Claims and Finance (United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 



The Government of Mauritius receives additional technical support from UNDP, 

UNESCO’s Oceanographic Institute, WHO, IOM, UNODC, UNOSAT, Office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the African Development Bank, 

World Bank, and International Monetary Fund (United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

International experts continue to support cleanup. Australia sets up a virtual panel of 

technical and scientific experts with experience in oil spill response and tropical 

ecosystems. The United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) provides satellite analysis and imagery to the Mauritius Ministry of 

Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change, in coordination with 

United Nations Satellite Centre (UNOSAT). The Government of India announces 

intent to provide additional booms and skimmers. The United Kingdom continues 

conversations on providing assistance to Mauritius (United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

Day 7 

(8/13) 

Mauritian government continues national crisis meetings, with guidance from 

international experts. Every morning, a technical coordination meeting is organized 

with the participation of the technical stakeholders actively involved in marine 

pollution control and disposal to fine-tune the planning and response strategy 

(United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

The National Parks and Conservation Service, Forestry Services, in collaboration 

with the NGO Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, collect young adult Bojer’s skinks 

(with a roughly equal ratio of male and female) from Ile de la Passe, Ilot Vacoas, 

and Ile aux Fouquets to capture genetic variance (Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, 

2021). 

Day 8 

(8/14) 

The Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change thanks 

NGOs and residents for their rapid response in support of oil spill cleanup but 

advises the public to stop visiting the impacted sites. Professionals and experts are 

now on the ground managing the oil spill response to support and take over efforts 

previously undertaken by cleanup volunteers (Ministère de l’Environnement, 2020). 

The Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change 

reports that approximately 13 villages are affected by the spill and require 

immediate and long-term assistance (International Organization for Migration, 

2020). IOM begins deploying resources and expertise to support government efforts 

to reduce the impacts of the oil spill on livelihoods and potential displacement 

(United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020a, 

International Organization for Migration, 2020). 

Day 9 

(8/15) 

The MV Wakashio vessel breaks into two pieces, with 90 tonnes of oil still aboard 

the vessel, and is closely monitored, with teams and materials in place in case of a 

potential spill (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 

2020e). An estimated 40 tonnes are removed on Day 9 with ongoing efforts to pump 

the remaining oil from the ship and extract it via helicopter in order to reduce oil 

spillage from the vessel (United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

French experts validate and approve a plan to tow the vessel’s bow away from the 

reefs to eight nautical miles from the outer limit of the reef at 2,000 metres depth 

(United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 



Shoreline clean-up continues, with over 880 metric tonnes of oil waste collected 

across 14 sites (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 

2020e). 

The Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change begins 

conducting environmental surveys to evaluate the size of the oil spill. An estimated 

30 km of the coastline have been heavily impacted (United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

 The National Environment Laboratory, along with the Ministry of Health and 

Wellness, Ministry of Ocean Economy, Marine Resources, Fisheries and Shipping, 

and Ministry of Agro-Industry and Food Security, oversee the monitoring of air 

quality and marine resources. No volatile organic compounds are detected (United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

Day 10 

(8/16) 

Field information, combined with satellite observations, indicates that the Wakashio 

spill came to a halt on Day 10 (Centro euro-Mediterraneo sui Cambiamenti 

Climatici, 2020). 

 India sends 30 tonnes of technical equipment and ten members of the Indian Coast 

Guard with expertise in oil spills to support the Mauritian government (Sandhu, 

2020). 

Environmental experts from the International Tanker Owner’s Pollution Federation 

Limited (ITOPF) and Le Floch Depollution arrive in Mauritius to begin preparing 

action plans for cleanup and restoration (United Nations Office for the Coordination 

of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). The cleanup action plan is approved by the 

Mauritian government at the National Crisis Committee meeting on Day 11 (August 

17), with active clean-up starting on Day 13 (August 19) (International Tanker 

Owners Pollution Federation Limited, 2020). 

 

Non-Governmental Organization Timeline: 

Day Activity 

Day 0 

(8/6) 

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF), upon gauging the severity and speed of 

the leakage, initiates tier three of their contingency plan. A substantial spill could 

threaten native and endemic biodiversity on the Ile aux Aigrettes (IAA) island 

reserve, situated close to the shipwreck and spill site, through fire risks, toxic fuel 

fumes, and exposure to toxic chemicals. The field station is closed immediately, 

with all visitors and nonessential staff evacuated (Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, 

2021). 

MWF begins emergency response measures to protect the native and endemic 

biodiversity on Ile aux Aigrettes (IAA). Staff relocate 21 young giant tortoises 

Aldabrachelys gigantea, one captive Bojer’s skink Gongylomorphus bojerii, and 

invertebrate colony to the Mauritius mainland. Fifty additional young giant tortoises 

are relocated to mainland tortoise enclosures. Thirteen Telfair’s skinks Leiolopisma 

telfairii in a skink nursery could not be removed due to biosecurity risks. Live IAA 

crickets, an undescribed endemic type of cricket, were placed in an enclosure 

(Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, 2021). 

 During the evening, ecosocialist activists of CARES Mauritius, leftist political party 

Resistanz ek Alternativ (ReA) and other solidarity leaders and partners, including 

local NGOs, begin building and testing an artisanal boom made of dried sugar cane 



leaves (an easily available by-product of the local sugar industry) and ordinary 

materials available from hardware stores. Upon the successful test of the boom, 

activists alerted local residents through social media to begin gathering supplies to 

build more booms the next morning (August 7) (Ngam, 2021, Rungoo, 2021). 

Day 1 

(8/7) 

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation and Eco-Sud establish crowdfunding links to 

raise funds for on-the-ground actions and begin coordination efforts to collect and 

distribute adequate safety equipment (PPE) to ensure public safety during cleanup 

operations (Tibaldeschi, 2020, Eco-Sud, 2020b). 

NGOs and civil society groups partner with tour operators and local volunteers 

across Mauritius to help build booms from dried sugar cane leaves, straw, and hair. 

This leads to nationwide hair donations among residents (Trends Desk, 2020). 

Volunteers use small tourist boats and fishing vessels to place the booms in the 

water to prevent oil from reaching the shore (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

 The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation continues its efforts to rescue endemic plants 

and animals from Ile aux Aigrettes (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

Day 2 

(8/8) 

NGOs and civil society groups continue to coordinate artisanal boom production 

(Rungoo, 2021). 

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation continues its efforts to rescue endemic plants 

and animals from Ile aux Aigrettes (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

Day 3 

(8/9) 

NGOs and civil society groups continue to coordinate artisanal boom production 

(Rungoo, 2021). 

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation continues its efforts to rescue endemic plants 

and animals from Ile aux Aigrettes (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

Day 4 

(8/10) 

NGOs and civil society groups continue to coordinate artisanal boom production 

(Rungoo, 2021). 

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation visited the southeast islet nature reserves (Ile de 

la Passe, Ilot Vacoas, Ile aux Fouquets, and Ile Marianne) with the National Parks 

and Conservation Service. The presence of oil prompts a decision to remove a small 

number of reptiles from each island to capture their genetic diversity and establish 

captive assurance populations. Reptiles remained in a biosecure facility in Mauritius 

until they could be transported to the Jersey Zoo on the island of Durrell in the 

English Channel on September 14, 2020, by private jet (Mauritian Wildlife 

Foundation, 2021). 

Aerial imagery reveals that artisanal booms protected the oceans and coral reefs. 

More than half of the oil that had leaked from the MV Wakashio was collected and 

removed by artisanal booms (Ngam, 2021). 

Day 5 

(8/11) 

NGOs and civil society groups continue to coordinate artisanal boom production 

(Rungoo, 2021). Thousands of community volunteers and members of the private 

sector mobilize daily to support NGOs in making artisanal booms (United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). The private sector 

(e.g., grocery chains) contributed raw material, refreshments, and transport to 

support NGOs and volunteers (Trends Desk, 2020). 

Day 6 

(8/12) 

The Prime Minister thanks government departments, international organizations, 

friendly countries, NGOs, the private sector, and local communities for their roles in 

the response, acknowledging the hundreds of Mauritians who have joined clean-up 



efforts, including crafting and deploying booms and bringing food for volunteers 

(United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

Community-driven clean-up activities continue across multiple affected locations. 

Volunteers included local residents, private sector entities, and NGOs working every 

day to mitigate damages (United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

The Mauritian Red Cross join in artisanal boom production. (Croix-Rouge de 

Maurice, 2020). 

United Nations experts meet with civil society organizations (United Nations Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) allocates $200,000 USD through 

the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme (SGP) to support 

government institutions and NGOs working on oil spill response and communities 

affected by the disaster (United Nations Mauritius, 2020a). 

MWF continues its efforts to rescue endemic plants and animals from Ile aux 

Aigrettes. Young adult Bojer’s skinks (with a roughly equal ratio of male and 

female) are collected from Ile de la Passe, Ilot Vacoas, and Ile aux Fouquets to 

capture genetic variance, along with the National Parks and Conservation Service, 

Forestry Services. Thirty young adult lesser night geckos Nactus coindemirensis 

(with a roughly equal ratio of male and female) are also collected from Ilot Vacoas 

and Ile Marianne to capture genetic variance. Animals are transferred to a biosecure 

holding facility where they underwent health checks. Geckos remained under the 

care and management of Durrell and MWF staff (Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, 

2021). 

Day 7 

(8/13) 

NGOs and civil society groups advise volunteers not to participate in clean -up 

activities anymore, as experts and specific private companies are now handling the 

clean-up operations including removal of artisanal oil booms set up in the earlier 

days of the spill (Eco-Sud, 2020c). 

Day 8 

(8/14) 

The UNDP GEF SGP hosts a civil society dialogue in collaboration with the United 

Nation Resident Coordinator’s Office at Eco-Sud’s office in Pointe d’Esny. The 

dialogue produced a list of action items and recommendations agreed upon jointly 

by NGO/civil society groups and UN experts. UN experts provided updates on 

cleanup efforts, including recommendations to stop volunteer community cleanup 

efforts to reduce local exposure to oil spill sites (United Nations GEF Small Grants 

Programme Office, 2020). 

The Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change thanks 

NGOs and residents for their rapid response in support of oil spill cleanup but 

advises the public to stop visiting the impacted sites. Professional oil spill clean-up 

experts (Le Floch Dépollution) appointed by the vessel’s are now on the ground 

managing the oil spill response to support and taking over efforts previously 

undertaken by cleanup volunteers (Ministère de l’Environnement, 2020, 

International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited, 2020). 

Day 9 

(8/15) 

NGOs participate in National Technical Coordination meetings (Eco-Sud, 2020a). 



Day 10 

(8/16) 

Crowdfunding appeals by NGOs via platforms like Crowdfund.mu and 

Gofundme.com are ongoing to support ecosystem restoration and alternative 

livelihood programs for affected individuals (Eco-Sud, 2020b). 

 

Local Resident Timeline:  

Day Activity 

Day 0 

(8/6) 

Residents first informed about oil spill (Ministry of Environment, 2020). 

The Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change 

requests that the public, including boat operators and fishers, not go to the beach and 

lagoons of Blue Bay, Pointe d’Esny, and Mahebourg. Fishers and boat operators are 

asked to remove their boats from the listed beach and lagoons (Ministry of 

Environment, 2020). 

Day 1 

(8/7) 

After successful testing of artisanal booms, activists send word early in the morning 

for more activists and locals to gather materials and build booms. Residents joined 

local civil society organizations and tour operators across Mauritius to build booms 

from dried sugar cane leaves, straw, and hair. Approximately 1,000 activists arrive 

and begin stuffing sugarcane leaves, straw, and human hair into green mesh bags, 

then linked together to form long booms. Plastic bottles placed under the booms 

ensured they would float (Ngam, 2021). Residents used small tourist boats and 

fishing vessels to place the booms in the water to prevent oil from reaching the shore 

(Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

Local residents and Mauritians living abroad start donating hair. Hair packed in 

pantyhose are being used as a makeshift boom to absorb the oil (Tibaldeschi, 2020, 

Mossae and Rana, 2020). 

Day 2 

(8/8) 

Residents continue volunteering to make artisanal oil booms (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

Over 100,000 people volunteer to create more artisanal oil booms, many learning 

about the efforts from Mauritian media. Barbershops offer free haircuts to collect 

hair, while locals collect straw from nearby farms (Ngam, 2021). 

Mauritian diaspora in North America and Europe fundraise to provide personal 

protective equipment for volunteers and money to support NGO cleanup and lagoon 

rehabilitation efforts (Nguyen, 2020). 

Day 3 

(8/9) 

Residents continue volunteering to make artisanal oil booms (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

Day 4 

(8/10) 

Residents continue volunteering to make artisan oil booms, now led by NGO and 

civil society organizations. Thousands of community volunteers and members of the 

private sector have mobilized to create artisan booms to mitigate the damages 

(United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

Aerial imagery reveals that artisanal booms protected the oceans and coral reefs. 

More than half of the oil that had leaked from the MV Wakashio was collected and 

removed by artisanal booms (Ngam, 2021). 

Day 5 

(8/11) 

Residents continue volunteering to make artisanal oil booms (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

Day 6 

(8/12) 

Residents continue volunteering to make artisanal oil booms (Tibaldeschi, 2020). 

The Prime Minister thanks government departments, international organizations, 

friendly countries, NGOs, the private sector, and local communities for their roles in 



the response, acknowledging the hundreds of Mauritians who have joined clean-up 

efforts, including crafting and deploying booms and bringing food for volunteers 

(United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020d). 

Community-driven clean-up activities and artisanal boom production continue 

across multiple affected locations involving hundreds of volunteers. Volunteers 

include private individuals, private sector entities, and NGOs coming every day to 

mitigate damages (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs, 2020d). 

Day 7 

(8/13) 

Residents advised by NGOs to stop participating in boom production as professional 

clean up experts are now on the ground (Eco-Sud, 2020c). 

Day 8 

(8/14) 

The Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change thanks 

NGOs and residents for their rapid response in support of oil spill cleanup but 

advises the public to stop visiting the impacted sites. Professionals and experts are 

now on the ground managing the oil spill response to support and take over efforts 

previously undertaken by cleanup volunteers (Ministère de l’Environnement, 2020). 

On expert advice, artisanal boom production ends. The Ministry of Environment, 

Solid Waste Management and Climate Change promises to keep the public informed 

of the ongoing cleanup situation in case new booms become needed (Ministère de 

l’Environnement, 2020). 

Day 9 

(8/15) 

Artisanal boom production stops based on advice from experts (United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

Day 10 

(8/16) 

Authorities oversee shoreline cleanup by volunteers, civil society organizations, 

fishers, fish mongers, and boat operators in affected regions (United Nations Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

Artisanal booms created and deployed by volunteers will be replaced with new 

booms (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

Professional cleaning begins. Local residents, more specifically fishers, fish 

mongers and boat operators in the affected regions are recruited to support the 

cleaning the shorelines, under the supervision of the authorities (United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). The Ministry of Blue 

Economy supervises the recruitment of 516 local fishers to conduct beach cleanup 

across 15 sites (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 

2020e). 

 

Major events following Day 10: 

Day 11 

(8/17) 

The National Crisis Management Committee announces that 884 tonnes of oil liquid 

waste, 524 tonnes of solid waste sludge and contaminated debris, and 416 cubic 

meters of saturated artisanal booms were collected. Professional companies begin 

cleanup following clear guidelines (United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, 2020e). 

Day 12 

(8/18) 

Mauritius police authorities arrest captain of MV Wakashio and charge him with 

endangering the safe navigation of a vessel (The Editorial Team, 2020c). 

Day 13 

(8/19) 

Mauritius government decides to sink the MV Wakashio’s bow. Greenpeace Africa 

and Greenpeace Japan warn of the potential negative consequences to biodiversity 

due to contamination (The Editorial Team, 2020a). 



Day 14 

(8/20) 

Mauritius government launches an E-platform to facilitate claims for which the ship 

owner and insurer will be held liable (Government Information Service, 2020). 

Day 16 

(8/22) 

Mauritius government sinks MV Wakashio’s bow despite biodiversity concerns 

(The Editorial Team, 2020d). 

Day 18 

(8/24) 

The United Nations Recovery Fund provides $2.5 million USD to establish a fund 

to help minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts of the oil spill. 

Additional seed funds of $250,000 USD from the Regional UN Sustainable 

Development Group will assist in community disaster prevention, risk 

management, and recovery (Government of Mauritius, 2020b). 

Days 

20-22 

(8/26-

8/28) 

An estimated 40 dead cetaceans wash ashore. Greenpeace claims the dead cetaceans 

are linked to the oil spill and calls for an investigation into their deaths (The 

Editorial Team, 2020e). The Minister of Blue Economy, Marine Resources, 

Fisheries and Shipping denies a connection between the animal deaths and the oil 

spill, referring to the deaths as a “sad coincidence” (Anna, 2020a). 

Day 23 

(8/29) 

Mauritians protest the government’s slow response to the MV Wakashio oil spill 

and recent discovery of dead dolphins (Anna, 2020b). Activist Bruneau Laurette, 

political party Reziztans ek Alternativ, CARES, and other members of the solidarity 

assembly (composed of activists, political parties, and civil society) organize the 

largest march in Mauritius’ history. At least 150,000 people march in Port Louis, the 

capital, with millions of other Mauritians and activists joining in solidarity marches 

around the world (Ngam, 2021). 

Day 25 

(8/31) 

A tugboat involved in the MV Wakashio salvage operations sinks after colliding 

with a barge, killing at least three sailors. The tugboat was towing the barge from 

the hull of the MV Wakashio (Meldrum, 2020). 

Day 26 

(9/01) 

Fishers, fishmongers, and pleasure craft workers begin receiving a monthly 

solidarity grant of Rs 10,200 ($235 USD) as compensation for the oil spill’s 

economic and marine impact (Government of Mauritius, 2020a). 

Day 32 

(9/07) 

The NGO Eco-Sud sets up a cell to provide psychological and physical health 

support to residents of affected areas, which ran until Dec 3, 2020. The initiative 

supported 277 patients from 9 villages of the affected shoreline (Eco-Sud, 2021). 

Day 33 

(9/08) 

The Panama Maritime Authority (AMP) issues its first official statement and 

confirms that the MV Wakashio diverted from its original navigation plan (The 

Editorial Team, 2020f). 

Day 77 

(10/21) 

The Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change 

organizes a Review of the Draft National Oil Spill Contingency Plan to identify 

lessons learned from recent oil spills, including the MV Wakashio spill (United 

Nations Development Programme, 2021). 

Day 

118 

(12/1) 

Shipping restrictions issued by the Ministry of Blue Economy, Marine Resources, 

Fisheries and Shipping are enacted on ships with at least than 150 gross tonnage 

(Ministry of Blue Economy, Marine Resources, Fisheries and Shipping, 2020).  

  



Huntington Beach Oil Spill Timelines from October 1-11, 2021 

 

Government Timeline: 

Day Activity 

Day 0 

(10/1) 

California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) receives a call regarding an 

unknown spill at 8:22pm (Chabria et al., 2021a). 

The Office of Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) within the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, learns of an “observed sheen in federal waters 

several miles off the coast of Huntington Beach” at 10:22pm. Federal and state 

agencies begin to mobilize in response to an oil spill but are hampered by darkness 

(Chabria et al., 2021a). 

Day 1 

(10/2) 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) reports oily anomaly 

around 2am from a satellite image (Cain, 2021). 

The U.S. Coast Guard receives report of oil sheen at 9:10am. The Coast Guard 

issues a public announcement on Twitter (Chabria et al., 2021a). 

Unified Command is established in the afternoon. Unified Command includes the 

U.S. Coast Guard, OSPR, and Amplify Energy Corp. (Southern California Spill 

Response, 2021a). 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife issues a fisheries closure for all fish 

and shellfish up to six miles from shore in the affected area based on 

recommendations from the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 

(OEHHA). The fisheries closure is established based on concerns about public 

health (State of California - Natural Resources Agency, 2021c). 

Huntington Beach proactively deploys booms at the Talbert Inlet Channel, the 

Warner Bridge off Pacific Coast Highway, and the Warner Fire Station, and the 

entrance to Talbert Marsh to protect the Bolsa Chica Wetlands (Fry and Estrin, 

2021). 

Day 2 

(10/3) 

Huntington Beach cancels the third and final day of the Pacific Airshow. Beaches in 

Huntington Beach and Newport Beach are closed. Officials urge residents to stay off 

the beaches (Rong-Gong Lin and Watanbe, 2021). 

Orange County Health Care Agency issues a health warning urging people who 

have had exposure to seek medical attention and for residents to stay away from the 

coastline (Orange County Health Care Agency, 2021). 

Congresswoman Michelle Steel issues a request for a Major Disaster Declaration by 

the Biden Administration to access federal resources and financial support for 

emergency response (Steel, 2021). 

Day 3 

(10/4) 

Orange County, the City of Huntington Beach, and the State of California declare a 

state of emergency (Office of Governor Gavin Newsom, 2021, City of Huntington 

Beach, 2021b, Elattar, 2021). 

State Senator Dave Min calls on federal representatives to pass legislation that 

formally bans offshore oil drilling (Dave Min Representing Senate District 37, 

2021). Senator Dianne Feinstein and Senator Alex Padilla reference the “West Coast 

Ocean Protection Act” which would place a permanent ban on offshore oil and gas 

drilling. Both senators are sponsors (United States Senator for California: Dianne 

Feinstein, 2021, Alex Padilla: U.S. Senator for California, 2021). 



An Orange County representative joins the Unified Command as a local government 

on-scene coordinator (Southern California Spill Response, 2021a). 

Day 4 

(10/5) 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife expands the fisheries closure of 

both recreational and commercial fishing based on recommendations from OEHHA. 

The closure extends from Huntington Beach to San Clemente, eight miles offshore 

(State of California - Natural Resources Agency, 2021a). 

Four Congressmembers representing Southern California (Michelle Steel, Ken 

Calvert, Young Kim, and Darrell Issa) demand a federal investigation by the Biden 

Administration into the causes of the spill and any federal delays in the response 

(Michelle Steel, 2021). 

Day 5 

(10/6) 

U.S. Coast Guard investigates and releases the Rotterdam Express, a cargo ship in 

Oakland, in anchor theory probe. The Rotterdam Express was the closest anchored 

ship to the burst pipeline (Chabria et al., 2021b). 

The House Oversight and Reform Committee requests records from federal agencies 

to determine if regulatory failings may be linked to the oil spill (McCaskill and 

Sheets, 2021). 

Day 6 

(10/7) 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife expands the fisheries closure of 

both recreational and commercial fishing based on recommendations from OEHHA. 

The closure includes the shorelines, bays and harbors, and offshore areas extending 

up to 18 miles offshore (Robinson, 2021, State of California - Natural Resources 

Agency, 2021b). 

Private Orange County-based company Moffat & Nichol begins testing beaches for 

contaminants (Connelly, 2021). 

Day 7 

(10/8) 

Unified Command announces the end of public updates without major news to 

report (Pho and Custodio, 2021). 

A San Diego County representative joins the Unified Command as a local 

government on-scene coordinator (Southern California Spill Response, 2021a). 

Day 9 

(10/10) 

The Orange County government is starting the process of providing recovery grants 

of $5,000-$20,000 to affected business owners. The county government 

recommends that residents should document their losses and file claims with Unified 

Command (Estrin and Gerber, 2021). 

Day 10 

(10/11) 

The California Department of Justice launches investigation into oil spill response 

and cause (Estrin and Fry, 2021). 

State and city beaches in Huntington Beach reopen at 6am after water quality tests 

return at below levels of concern (Estrin, 2021). 

 

Non-Governmental Organization Timeline: 

Day Activity 

Day 1 

(10/2) 

The Oiled Wildlife Care Network (OWCN) is activated to bring veterinary 

specialists to the affected site (Southern California Spill Response, 2021b). 

Day 2 

(10/3) 

Bolsa Chica Conservancy encourages donations of supplies to Pacific Marine 

Mammal Center. Supply requests include nitrile gloves of all sizes, N95 masks, 

Tyvek suits, feeding syringes, small red rubber feeding tubes, and collapsible plastic 

or cardboard animal carrying cases (@BolsaChicaCon, 2021). 

OWCN teams deploy to find and clean affected wildlife (Bolsa Chica Conservancy, 

2021a). 



Day 3 

(10/4) 

Bolsa Chica Conservancy starts the Oil Spill Emergency Response Fund to raise 

money that will subsequently be transferred to one or more emergency response 

organizations (Bolsa Chica Conservancy, 2021a). 

Concerned residents are encouraged to donate money to local NGOs including the 

California Coastkeeper Alliance, Surfrider Foundation, and Huntington Beach 

Wetlands (Amato, 2021). 

Day 4 

(10/5) 

The Bolsa Chica Conservancy announces that supply donations are no longer 

needed at the Wetlands & Wildlife Care Center. Monetary donations are requested 

instead (Bolsa Chica Conservancy, 2021b). 

Surfrider Foundation starts initiative encouraging people to petition their 

representatives to ban new offshore oil drilling (Surfrider Foundation, 2021). 

Day 5 

(10/6) 

Executive director of the Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy gives a tour to 

elected officials, including state legislators, an Orange County supervisor, and the 

mayor of Huntington Beach (Szabo, 2021). 

 

Local Resident Timeline: 

Day Activity 

Day 0 

(10/1) 

Residents in Huntington Beach and Newport Beach first complain about oil smells. 

Residents called the Newport Beach Police Department concerned about the smell 

of gas (Fry et al., 2021a, Chabria et al., 2021a). 

Day 1 

(10/2) 

Residents and tourists attend the Pacific Airshow, with many attendees watching 

from the beach (Fry et al., 2021a). 

The Coast Guard issues the first public announcement of the oil spill on Twitter 

(Chabria et al., 2021a). 

Day 2 

(10/3) 

The City of Huntington Beach refers interested volunteers to the Surfrider 

Foundation and Huntington Beach Wetlands & Wildlife. The City of Huntington 

Beach provides contact information for individuals with questions about health, the 

oil spill, and affected wildlife (City of Huntington Beach, 2021a). 

Unified Command provides a phone number for individuals and businesses affected 

by the oil spill to begin the claims process (Southern California Spill Response, 

2021b). 

Unified Command instructs boat owners not to clean their boats and not to use soaps 

or dispersants (Southern California Spill Response, 2021b). 

Huntington Beach cancels the third and final day of the Pacific Airshow (Rong-

Gong Lin and Watanbe, 2021). Residents express suspicion that they were not 

initially informed about the oil spill because of the city did not want to cancel the 

Pacific Airshow (Fry et al., 2021a). 

Day 3 

(10/4) 

City of Huntington Beach instructs locals interested in supporting cleanup efforts to 

stay away from the beach. Interested volunteers are encouraged to register with the 

Surfrider Foundation and await next steps (City of Huntington Beach, 2021b). 

OSPR accepts volunteer applications for assistance with cleanup (Amato, 2021). 

Peter Moses Gutierrez, a Huntington Beach-based business owner, files the first 

federal lawsuit against Amplify Energy Corp. and its Beta Offshore division. The 

lawsuit alleges lost wages and potential exposure to health hazards for the beach DJ 

company (Smith et al., 2021). 



 

Major events following Day 10: 

Day 17 

(10/18) 

Speakers (including actress and activist Jane Fonda), legislators, and hundreds of 

protestors attend a news conference calling for an end to offshore oil drilling 

(Turner, 2020). 

Day 27 

(10/28) 

The California State Senate’s Natural Resources and Water Committee holds an 

oversight meeting to discuss offshore drilling and the oil spill. Legislators and 

official testifying recognize the financial and legal challenges of ending offshore 

drilling while also acknowledging the environmental risks of continuing offshore oil 

drilling (Willon, 2021). 

Day 50 

(11/20) 

Morning reports of an additional oil sheen approximately 70 ft x 30 ft (21m x 9m) 

near the original pipeline prompt new investigations (Mozingo, 2021). However, 

later observations reveal no additional oil sheen and that the sheen was “likely 

residual” (Southern California Spill Response, 2021c, Ormseth, 2021). 

Day 60 

(11/30) 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife reopens previously closed areas as 

of 11:59am based on recommendations from OEHHA that determine no more 

public health hazards from the consumption of seafood from the affected area (State 

of California - Natural Resources Agency, 2021d). 

Day 75 

(12/15) 

Amplify Energy Corp. and two subsidiary companies are charged by a federal grand 

jury with illegally discharging oil due to extensive negligence. Pipeline crews were 

aware of and failed to respond adequately to leak detection alarms, allowing oil to 

Day 4 

(10/5) 

Residents describe concerns of the negative effect of the oil spill on local 

businesses, such as tourist attractions, fishing industries, and surf shops (Smith et al., 

2021). 

Day 5 

(10/6) 

Unified Command website opens to allow interested pre-trained and affiliated 

volunteers to register for cleanup opportunities (Southern California Spill Response, 

2021e). 

Day 6 

(10/7) 

Laguna Beach locals sue Amplify Energy in a class-action lawsuit alleging damages 

to public health and property values and seeking unspecific monetary damages 

(Emery, 2021). 

Residents file the first class-action lawsuit on behalf of Orange County businesses 

affected by the oil spill, including those related to tourism and recreation, fishing, 

and restaurants. Banzai Surf School is the first plaintiff (Fry et al., 2021c). 

More than 800 people are cleaning up the beaches (Fry et al., 2021c). 

Day 7 

(10/8) 

More than 900 people are cleaning up the beaches, with hopes of 1,500 people total 

in the next few days (Fry et al., 2021b). More than 7,500 people signed up to 

volunteer with  the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 4,000 of home come 

from Orange County. The department selected 200 people to participate in cleanup 

(Estrin, 2021). 

Government officials express frustration on behalf of residents over limited 

information during Unified Command press conferences, exacerbated when Unified 

Command ends daily public updates (Pho and Custodio, 2021). 

Day 8 

(10/9) 

Lifeguard tells surfers to get out of the water due to hazardous conditions (Estrin 

and Gerber, 2021). 

Day 10 

(10/11) 

Surfers and swimmers return to water after beaches in Huntington Beach and 

Newport Beach reopen (Estrin and Fry, 2021). 



continue to pump through the pipeline. These events contradict statements by 

Amplify Energy leaders that no one was aware of an oil leak at the time (Winton et 

al., 2021). 

Day 88 

(12/28) 

Unified Command declares that affected shorelines have been returned to their 

original condition. Unified Command transitions to monitoring tar ball and oiling 

incidents (Southern California Spill Response, 2021d). 
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