
Appendix 3: Background variables case studies 

Out of the forty agricultural collectives in the Netherlands, three were purposely approached 

to participate in this study, taking account of geographical diversity, size of the collaborative, 

agricultural context, and agri-environmental focus. The selection was briefly made as follows. 

Via a database provided on the website of overarching collective network organization 

Boerennatuur, a list was compiled of all collectives, along with their contact and website 

details. As a first step, three collectives were excluded from the selection because they did not 

have a website or information available online. Of the remaining 37 collectives, a mapping 

exercise was carried out to detail, as much as possible, the background variables detailed above. 

Three promising agricultural collectives were identified that were all located in different 

provinces, provided a mix of smaller and larger collectives, had different agricultural contexts 

(e.g. arable land versus meadow land) and different agri-environmental focus (e.g. protecting 

arable birds versus meadow birds). By selecting these three collectives, the aim was to 

maximize the chances of identifying different ways of dealing with the new roles and functions 

of the collectives in practice, as well as the interactions with public actors such as provincial 

governments. The three collectives were invited to participate in the study via email. After 

positive responses from all three collectives, they were formally selected as case studies for 

this study. 

 

 PnZ  CCHW CMO 

Province Zeeland Zuid-Holland Overijssel 

Provincial 

conservation 

priorities  

Arable birds Meadow birds Mixed, but mostly 

meadow birds   

Geographical focus Province-wide One of 8 collectives in the 

province 

One of 3 collectives in 

the province 

Origin Merging of 9 agri-

environmental 

associations that 

existed pre-2016 

Continuation of an agri-

environmental 

association that existed 

pre-2016 

Merging of 7 agri-

environmental 

associations that 

existed pre-2016 

Size 350 farmers 90 farmers 400 farmers 

Yearly budget 2,2 million 0,6 million  1,3 million 



Agricultural 

context 

Predominantly 

arable land 

Mix of arable and 

grassland  

 

Predominantly 

grassland 

Collective 

conservation 

priorities  

Mostly arable 

birds 

Arable birds, meadow 

birds, selection of non-

bird species 

 

Mostly meadow birds, 

but also species that 

live in dry landscape 

elements such as 

hedgerows. 

Table 1: Main characteristics of the case studies. 

 


